Warm Greetings To All

Greetings to the Albion Islington Square BIA
community. We are energized by an air of all things
possible in our community this New Year, the infunsi
of some exciting new businesses, and the work d&r B
has undertaken to improve the business community!
Nice neighbourhoods deserve great shopping district
To make this happen, they need to support each.othe
Our BIA is trying to bring value to the community i
every way it can. Last year we as a new BIA adtdev
laurels. We hope you support your committed retail
neighbours, check out the new ones and let us know.
We're excited about all the plans we have for Atbio
Islington Square BIA for this year and we have tots
tell you about through our newsletters. We encaeiah
our friends to please take some time out to read t
newsletter for news, views and information not only
from your BIA but even from the City of Toronto.
Many a commercial district in Toronto have been
revitalized by their local BIA. Albion Islington Siqre

BIA has long been in need of its own rejuvenatenmg now that we have a BIA, we can get to work. One
thing we want to tell you about is the launch @& tirew Albion Islington Square BIA website. Its most
valuable feature is a merchant directory that kstsry Albion Islington Square business. We’'re vimgkon
the website and we expect to unveil it later thenth. Keep your eye omww.albionislingtonsgaure.com
As with any other BIA, our activities are voluntedttiven. The more members that pitch in, the

more successful we'll be.
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Land Transfer & Vehicle Taxes

The land transfer tax takes effect on February0082
The vehicle ownership tax will be implemented ia th
fall of 2008. These two new taxes, combined, should
generate$175 million in revenue in 2008. In future
years, revenue is projected to grow to approxingatel
$240 million per year.

The annual personal vehicle ownership tax is sg6at
for cars and $30 for motorcycles, annually.
Implementation will occur in the fall of 2008 onite
administration of this program is coordinated vitik
province.

The land transfer tax will work as follows:

0.5% on the first $55,000

1% on the value between $55,000 and $400,000

2% on the amount greater that $400,000

A rebate of up to $3,725 will apply to first-timenghasers of homes. This means a full rebate for
first time buyers of homes valued at $400,000 s$.le

Purchasers with a Purchase and Sale agreementl sigra before December 31,2007 will receive

a full rebate of the Toronto Land Transfer tax relggss of the closing date.

City Council Also Approved

That if the Province of Ontario uploads at lea$5tf the current $729 million in downloaded
social service costs, that $50 million of the sgsiwill be used to decrease the Land Transfer Tax.
That if the City receives the equivalent of 1centhe GST than a further reduction the Land
Transfer Tax will be considered.

That the City report annually on a ward-by-wardi®as the housing market impact of the Land
Transfer Tax.

That the City report annually on how money is sgeoh the revenue tools and that funds go
towards capital and operating costs.

Toronto’s small businesses benefit from tax polioyprovements:

Retaining business in Toronto supports all ourisesvand enhances our quality of life. City
Council approved the “Updates to Enhancing ToranRusiness Climate” status report that
highlights 12 new initiatives to enhance the Ciggsnpetitiveness over the long term.

Include are property tax relief measures for nevalsemd medium sized neighbourhood retail
properties, new non-retail offices and hotel depeient and major expansions to non-retail offices
and hotels. These reliefs measures will be in placéanuary 2008.

As well, additional tax relief for commercial, instaal and multi residential properties will be
provided by accelerating their tax rate reductimn®.5 times the residential rate by 2015 instdad o
2020 as previously approved. This change follofisnacommitment from the province of Ontario
to upload the cost of social services/social haupiograms and provide funding for the operating
costs of public transit.




For Your Information

Energy Efficiency I"H“NI“

Business and Trade Licensing

How to make a complaint against a licensee
ML&S (Municipal Licensing Standard) handles
consumers complaints against any licensed busi
ness, trade or occupation. If you believe a licensg
did not conduct sound business practices, call the
Complaints and Information Line. Staff will re-
cord the details of your complaints and investi-
gates where appropriatgéhould you choose to
write instead, be sure to include your name

and address, name of the licensee and the de-
tails of the problem.Also attach any invoices or
letters that could assist ML&S in an investigation,

Image is for concept purpose only, and doesn’tciztgi endorsement by the
TTC.

South District East District
Subway and LRT Tel: 416-392-6940 Tel: 416-396-7071
Many vehicle improvements are included in the North District West District
designs for both the New Subway Train (called th&el: 416-395-7011 Tel: 416-394-2535
Toronto Rocket) and the new Low Floor Light Rall
Vehicles more environmentally sustainable. Auto\What happens to your complaint?
matic Train Operation is included in the design foML&S investigates all complaints. Where there
the Toronto Rocket, which will improve energy effare difficulties with renovations and repairs, the
ciency. Currently all streetcars and 94% of subwatyade inspectors will visit the work sites. Stadf r
vehicles have regenerative braking ; all fleet$ wil solves most disputes by discussing the issues wi
have it by 2010. the complainant and the licensee. Fortunately,
Petroleum Conservation most complaints are settled through this mediatic
All bus purchases are planned to be diesel/electriprocess. In cases where there is evidence of a
hybrids. In 2007, the TTC operated 150 diesel/ breach of the licensing by-laws, charge can be
electric hybrid buses with 410 more to be added taid under the Provincial Offences Act and fines
the fleet in 2008. resulting in one third of theel  imposed. Where there has been serious or nume
being hybrids. Fuel efficiency is 2010, 45% of theous complaints against the licensee, ML&S will
fleet will be hybrids. Fuel efficiency is achieved hold a hearing to decide whether a licensee sho
through vehicle design, right-sizing, and by opambe suspended or revoked. As a complainant, you
ing motor size. Operators training and operatirg pnay be asked to appear as a witness during thes
cedures contribute to fuel efficiency as well. Tdeshearings.
principles apply to buses, streetcars, trains amd n
revenue vehicles.




Lobbyist Registry Albion Islington Square

The purpose of the Lobbyist Registry B I A
Is to enhance public confidence in the

integrity and impartiality of the City's

decision-making processes by making P resents

lobbying activities open and accessi-

ble to the public. Lobbying activities

are to be carried out ethically and SPR Im I \-l G FEST
with the highest standards. The Lob-

byist Registry keeps track of who

talks to whom about what, and makes

that information available to the pub- F’f@@ BQQ{??L@ GD'EQW
lic on the internet

We are requesting businesses to please give gifts ¢

The Lobbyist Registry is based on ) -
Y N4 gift certificates for free raffle draw.

the following principles:

- The City government's duty to
make decisions in the public intel
est should not be impeded.
Open and unfettered access to

_Last date for your donation is February 29, 2008

For gift/gift certificate pickup from your

City government is a vital aspect store, please call
of local democracy. 416-743-3267, 647-898-3267 or

Lobbying public office holders is 416-745-3267
a legitimate business activity.  Participating stores name and telephone number
Public office holders and the pub- ) mantioned in Etobicoke Guardian advertiseme

lic should be able to know who is )
attempting to influence City gov- that will be out on March 14, 2008 and would be

ernment. distributed to 20,000 homes

Public disclosure of lobbying ac- Please noteRaffle Tickets, boxes for stubs and
tivity and standards of conduct for  posters would be delivered to your stores on
lobbyists are important to the in-  Thyrsday, February 28 and Friday February 29,
tegrity of City government deci- - 50098 Encourage your customers to fill in the free

sion-making. fle d f iti .
A system for the registration of ratrie draw for exciting prizes

lobbying activity and the regula- -
tion of the conduct of |0bbyist5 Draw will be on Saturday, March 22, 2008

should not impede access to the Time: 6.00 pm
City government. Where: In front of Royal Bank
1104 Albion Road, Etobicoke, Ontario

For more information on Lobbyist

Registry visit www.toronto.ca . .
For more information please call

416-743-3267, 647-898-3267




