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Annual General Meeting 
 
The Annual General Meeting took 
place on Wednesday, October 15, 2008 
from 6.30 pm-8.30pm at Thistletown 
Multi Service Centre.  
 
Thank you to all those who were able to 
take out time to attend the AGM.  
 
We are also very grateful to India  
Bazaar for catering at the AGM, and 
Thistletown Multi Service Centre for 
providing the venue. 
 
The proposed budget for the year 2009 
was unanimously approved by all those 
who attended the AGM. 

On behalf of Bernardo Funeral Home, 
855 Albion Road, General Manager 
Mr. Dominic Ferro donated $ 2000.00 
towards next years ‘Albion  
Islington—Fusion of Taste  
Festival’. Thank you, for your  
sponsorship. 
 
 

 The Board and guests at the BIA’s AGM                         
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Join Councillor 

Suzan Hall and her 
staff for Holiday 
festivities for her 

annual  
Christmas Open 

House on: 
 Thursday,  

December 18, 2008 
Councillor Hall's 

Constituency Office 
996 Albion Road 

(just east of  
Islington Avenue) 

 
1pm to 6pm  
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Cavalcade of Lights Opening Ceremony 

 
An official opening of ‘Cavalcade of Lights’ took place on  
Saturday, November 15, 2008 at the south east corner of  
Albion Road and Islington Avenue followed by the LED 
lights exchange. Despite the rain, the opening was well  
attended.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This year the height of the “Thistle” had been increased to 
16feet. Four new leaves were added at the bottom of the ‘Thistle”.  
  
Toronto Hydro-Electric booth exchanged 108 boxes of LED lights. Enthusiast brought in 2 old strings of  
incandescent seasonal lights and received 1 new string of LED lights. The exchange took place at Councillor 
Suzan Hall’s Constituency office, 996 Albion Road. Food and hot beverages were sponsored by Tim Hortons, 
25 Woodbine Down Blvd. and Roti Roti Restaurant, 979 Albion Road.  

Councillor Hall and Mr. Shamsher Singh  during the opening of 
the Cavalcade of Lights 

Toronto Hydro-Electric booth– residents exchanging old lights to LED lights 

Mr. Randhawa of Randhawa Jewellers and Mr. Shamsher Singh at the official opening 

Toronto Hydro-Electric booth– explaining a resident methods of  

conserving  energy 
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Community Safety—Police Support within the BIA 

A public meeting was organized by Albion 
Islington Square Business Improvement Area, 
Councillor Suzan Hall and 23 Division, on 
November 24, 2008,because of an increase in 
criminal activity in the BIA. The meeting  
notice was delivered to all merchants within 
the BIA.  
 
Prior to this Public Meeting some of the  
merchants held a meeting at 23 Division  
Police Station on November 17, 2008. The 
merchants met with Supt Ron Taverner,  
Sgt. Stasiak, Detective Boyd and  
PC Parsram. At the meeting Supt. Taverner 
assured the merchants that 23 Division would 
give full protection by patrolling the BIA at 
regular intervals. 
 
Some of the suggestions in regards to personal, 
business and shoppers safety made by  
PC Parsram, Sgt. Kay and Vaughn Shaw were as follows: 
 
· Place your garbage bins as close to the fence or wall as possible so no one can hide behind them. 
· Do not block your windows by posters, information etc. 
· Only close the windows with curtains or blinds during night time. 
· Have good quality cameras installed in your store. 
· For your personal safety constantly change your routine ie. When you go to the bank to deposit money 

have another person with you, change the time of the deposit on a day to day basis. 
· If you have abandoned cars parked behind your business, report them to Municipal Licensing Standards 

immediately 
· A tip for jewellers – never opens or close your safe with the outside doors unlocked. 
· Clear all garbage behind your business to avoid fire. 
· Have enough lighting at the back and in front of your store. Do not turn out all the lights when the store 

is closed. 
· Have a timer for store lights. Never switch off the lights and step out into the dark. 
· Have motion sensors installed in front and at the back of your store to  
          activate when the lights are off. 
· To save energy consider have LED lights installed inside and outside the store. 
 
             
 

Contd. on page 4 

Key speakers from left to right—Mr. Vaughn Shaw, Municipal Licensing Standard Officer 
Councillor Suzan Hall, Mr. Shamsher Singh, Chairman Albion Islington Square BIA.  

PC. Brian Parsram, and Sgt. Collin Kay. 



Community Safety and Police Support within the BIA  
(Contd. from page 3) 

· Each store/business owner is responsible for 
clearing their front and back from any garbage, 
litter etc. When garbage piles up it can be a fire 
hazard and a temptation to fire bugs, which 
could set your business on fire. 

· Call MLS if you have abandoned household 
garbage such as mattress, sofa sets, cabinets 
etc.  

· Abandoned cars behind the store should be  
          removed. Advise owner or contact MLS. 
· Trim or cut the shrubs and trees behind the 

store 
· If you have broken fence fix it, a sound fence 

deters criminals from escaping. 
· Vacant buildings should be kept locked at all 

times. 
· Accessories shed should be kept locked at all 

times 
 

Attached are the minutes of both the meetings. Kindly take time out and go through the minutes also 
please share it with your employees or anyone who is directly associated with your  

business/store/property. 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Family Day joins list of designated holidays 
 
On December 2, 2008, Council passed a Notice of Motion to 
amend Municipal Chapter 510 and By-law 153-95 to add Family 
Day to the definition of "holiday", and add Family Day to the  
holidays on which stores that are in  areas with Tourist Area  
Exemption are permitted to open. Family Day is held annually on 
the third Monday of February. In 2009 Family Day falls on  
Monday, February 16. 
  
Tourist Area Exemption areas includes Queen's Quay Terminal; 
Toronto Eaton Centre and the Hudson's Bay Company store at 
Yonge and Queen Streets; Downtown Yonge Street Business  

Improvement Area; Bloor-Yorkville Business Improvement Area; and Distillery Historic District. 
  
In addition to Family Day, other designated holidays on which Toronto stores are required to close,  
include New Year's Day, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Victoria Day, Canada Day, Labour Day,  
Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

 
For more information, check www.toronto.ca/business_resources/holiday_shopping.htm 
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Business and property owners at the public meeting 

For more information or comments please contact: Shalini Srivastava, Manager  BIA , 925 Albion Road Suite 100, Etobicoke, On M9V 2A6; 
Tel: 416-743-3267; Cell: 647-898-3267; Email:albion.islington.bia@gmail.com; www.albionislingtonsquare.com 
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